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SİRKÜLER (G-2020) 
 

 Sayın Üyemiz, 
 

T.C. Ticaret Bakanlığı Serbest Bölgeler, Yurtdışı Yatırım ve Hizmetler Genel 
Müdürlüğü’nden alınan bir yazıda, Azerbaycan'da kurulma aşamasında olan Bakü / Elat 
Serbest Ekonomi Bölgesi'nin (Alat Free Economic Zone-AFEZ) Başkanı Valeh Alesgerov'un 
potansiyel yatırımcılara anılan bölge hakkında bilgi veren yazılı beyanatı ekte sunulmaktadır. 
 

Bahsekonu metinde, AFEZ'in önemi ve yasal altyapısı, AFEZ'e yatırım yapacak 
yabancı yatırımcılara sağlanacak muafiyetler ve kolaylıklara değinilmekte, AFEZ'in birinci 
bölümündeki sanayi arsalarının Ocak 2022, ofislerin ise Temmuz 2022'de kullanıma 
sunulacağı belirtilmektedir. 

 

Bilgilerine sunulur. 
 
 

S. Tansel KÜNBİ 
Genel Sekreter A. 
Şube Müdürü 

 
 
 
 
 
 
             EK: Yazılı beyanat 
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AZORBAYCAN RESPUBLiKASI
XARICI IsLOR NAZIRLIYI

REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

∠フコZ/´ ど|お

Azarbaycan Respublikasrnrn Xarici lller Nazirliyi Az€rbaycan Respublikastnda
akkredite olunmug butun Diplomatik Ntlmayendaliklaro ve Beynalxalq TegkilaUara 0z
ehtiramrnr fade edir ve Olet Azad lqtisadi Zonasr (Alal Free Economic Zone - AFEZ)
Sslahiyyatli Qurumunun idare heyatinin sedri cenab Valeh Olesgerovun muraciatint
teqdim etmekden garef duyur.

Azerbaycan Respublikastntn Xarici lgler Nazirliyi fursatden istifado edarek
Azarbaycan Respublikasrnda akkredite olunmug btitun Diplomatik NUmayendeliklere vo
Beynelxalq Taskilauara bir daha dz ehtiramrnr ifade edir.

Bakr Sehari, 31 avqust 2020-ci il

Qogma. 6 vsraq

Azarbaycan Respublikasrnds akkrodite olunmug
bait0n Diplomatlk NUmayandoliklere ve
Bsynolxalq Tegkllatla
Bakt
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Chairman's Statement

I am honoured to serve as Chairman of Alal Free Economic Zone Authority (AFEZ Authority)
following the Decree of the President of lhe Republic of Azerbaijan d aled May 22,2020.

And now it is time to share wilh you our vision Ior Alal Free Economic Zone (AFEZ), the strategic
intent in developing AFEZ, the type of investors it will attract and why they will choose to locate
there and the economic benefis that will flow from this for our investors, our counlry and our
people.

Competitlvoness: Azerbaiian's Economy

Azerbaijan's econorny has been on a sleady upward trajeclory since 2005 lt has positioned itself
as a slralegic kansport hub between Europe and Asia. The economy grew 3.4 times between
2004 and 2019. During same period slraiegic foreign exchange reserves grew 27.6 times.

Twice Azerbaijan was recognized as a top busrness-reformer country in the Doing Business 2009
and 2019 reports. According to the World Economic Forum's "Global Compelitiveness Report
2019", Azerbaijan ranks 2'd in the world wilh a marimum score ol 1OO percent in the electricty
supply sub-component.

The existence of modern infrastructure in Azerbaijan creales ample opportunities for the
promolion of economic activity. According lo the Doing Business 2019 reports, lhe country ranks
gth out of 190 countries on the Starting a Business sub-indicator. ln lhe "Global Competitiveness
Report 2019", Azerbaijan ranks 31sl on the iransport rnfrastructure su[index and 27th on the
quality of road infrastructure suFindex-

We have attracted $US128 billion in foreign investment since 2004, which has conlributed to the
development of all seclors of the economyin order to funher improve lhe competitiveness of
Azerbaijan.

The social-economic and political stability in the country creales a friendly environment for further
sustainable economic growth.

Strategic Context: Why AFEZ?

Our President's vision has set Azerbaiian flrmly on lhe road towards a knowledge-based and
inlernalionally competitive economy, where Azerbarjan wll:

. become a competitive participant in rnternalional economic relations,

. establish a world class business environment with energy, lransport, lransit and logistical
infraslruclure,

. become a dive6illed and export-oriented economy creating high added'value,

. further strengthen the role of non-oil sector in the economy.

AFEZ Authorityis a centrat player in transforming this vision into reality.

AFEzisbeingestablishednexttothePortofBakU'Thisstrategicgeographiclocationwillserve
as i regionai investmenl hub and boost competitiveness in the Europe-Caucasus'Asia and

North-S;uth transport corridors. lt will intensify local and foreign inveslment in the countrys non-

oilsecior.

Strateglc lntent: what will AFEZ do?

It is time to turn the concept of AFEZ into reality To do this AFEZ Authority-will focus on and

meetitre neeOs ot investors by delivering a world class place to do business wilh a:
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Support Cllents:Located outslde AFEZ and Not Eligible fo, lncentives
auiinesses with a domestic market focus providing sub-supply products and services to

aiiz core ctients. who wll be allowed to locate in a specially designated support seNices

area adjacent to AFEZ.

The masterplan for AFEZ has also been designed to allow easy movemenl of people and goods

lo and from AFEZ. The main entrance and exlt points will use smart lechnology to allow customs

controlof inbound or outbound People and goods.

ln summary, while most of the investmenl, export and emPloyment will be generated by core

clients, AfEZ's success will come from a planned mrx of foreign, national and local investors and

people, all combrning to deliver an investor-friendly but value-added business location

Benefits for lnvestorg

The business-friendly environment and access lo large inlemational markets available from

AFEZ'S multi-modal localion creales real value for inveslors ln addiiion, and in line with

intemational benchmark locations, the AFEZ Authority will otfer a package of fiscal and non-

financial incenlNes to core clients:

Tax exemplion

One of the key benellts is the absence of any tax on a business in AFEZ' A qualilled business in

AFEZ (essentially, Core Clients) ls not required lo pay avalue added tax, withholding tax or any

other corporate [ax. AFEZ Legislation exempis foreign skilled persomel from personal income

tax, social security payments ;nd other similar taxes and payments' This is intended to reduce

inrlrtor 
"oii" "" 

*irr'as attract skilled foreign personnel' lmport by AFEZ core clients of any

pioarJ" oislri"us rt.om a foreign country ia exempt from customs dulies and taxes' including

value added laxes.

No resliction on foreign ownerchiP

ThereisnolestricllononforeignownershipofAFEZcoleclients,Aforeignparentcompany
;; ;; ioot" ; tii; 

"hares 
in-an AFEZ companv A foreign companv can successfullv carrv on

business without a requirement for a local partner'

Additional benefits

. Trade facilitation-based customs regime'

. Investor property is immune from nationalization or other rest'ictions

. No reskictions on foreign currency or prof( repatriation'

. Voluntary parlrcipation in state social protection fl'jnd for foreign employees'

. Ease of access to visas for foreign nationals,

. On-sile onestop shop business appraisal and licenstng'

. lndustrial training centre,

. lndependent regulatory authority,

. lntemational st;ndard independent dispute resolution'

. iniernationat stanaard health, safety, labour and environmental regulallons'

. Full investor Protection,

. Full protection of intellectual property rights'

Conti n uing i nve slor s u P Potl

These incentives will also be available io suoport the subsequent exPanson and growlh of these

comoanies into the future tne success'JfFEz witt arise irom attraction of new investors but

IiJi;#;;;.i;i";,'iios,".rn" ot 
"nglgemem 

ano aflercare with companies after thev locate
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The development skat€y being implemented by the AFEZ Authority ls to build out AFEZ in
phases. The lirst phase of development will be in FEZ 1 with an initial 52.3 ha (FEZ 1a) being
conskucied on a high-proUle site adjacent to the Highway and the Port a@ess road. When
completed, FEZ 1a will include five distincl components:

. The Customs Plaza and main entrance to AFEZ,

. The AFEZ Authority Building and one-stop shop business centre for investors,

. Advance office accommodation for investors,

. Shovel-ready plols for investors lo lease.

. tjtility Services center.

The physical development programme is on schedule. Assuming that there are no delays aflsing
from Covid-1g reskictions, here are lhe key dates. Conlraclors for Phase ,a wjll commence
earlhworks and construclrcn of rnfrastructure and the customs plaza in November 2020
Construction of the flrsl ofllce building will start in February 202'1. Phase 1a will be completed
and open for business with serviced industrial plots in January 2022 and office accomrnodatuon in
July 2022.

Phase 2.1 of the project is planned for 2022, where an adjoining 84 ha will be developed with a
range of new plots for businesses.

Bringing positivE experience from the oil and gas industry to AFEZ

Azerbaijan's approach to its oil and gas industry is a testament lo how we keep our promises to
investors.

To regulate the oil and gas industry, Azerbaijan has adopted special laws - primarily, by giving
production sharing and olher agreemenls w h investors the slaius of law. These laws have
prevailed over olher laws of A2erbaijan.

For over 25 years they have provided solid protection to investors and their investments in oil and
gas projects. This princrple has never been violated and slood lhe test of time. Thrs approach is
positive proof lhat Azerbaiian has prevrcusly crealed a favourable regime for the investor and
does not violale its oblEations

We will bring lhis princrple and practice from lhe oil and gas industry to AFEZ.

Concluding Remarks

We have two goals, both ofwhich are crucial

First, we want to create the best possible environment for investors, so that they have all they
need lo successfully do business in AFEZ.

Second, we want to show the people of Azerbaijan whal the kans on to an inlernationally
competitive and knowledgsbased economy means rn praclice. We are doing this for generations
of people ot Azerbaijan so that they learn and practice a new business culture, work w h new
technologies and generate innovative enterprises to create real vaiue for the economy and lhe
people of Azerbaijan.

As Chairman, I will ensure that AFEZ will deliver value to investors and investors will deliver
value lo Azerbaijan and to the people of Azerbaijan.
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Further lnfomation and Contacts

lf your busines or network could benefil from locating in AFEZ, orjust wish io be kept informed of
developments as they proceed, please make use of the contact oPlions below to lel us know and
we will ensure that you are kept fully up to date on lhe opportunilies available in AFEZ.

Web: www .alez.az

Email: olfice@alez az

Phone: 00 994 12 437 93 13
00 994 12 505 93 13

Offlce: '152 Haydar Aliyev Avenue
CHINAR PLAZA,l4M FIooI
A21029 Azerbaijan, Baku
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